
 
 

MAR-DEL WATERMELON ASSOCIATION 
2026 REQUEST FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS 

 

The Mar-Del Watermelon Association is currently seeking Research Proposals for the 2026 growing 
season. Proposals will be reviewed by the Mar-Del Watermelon Association’s Research Committee. 
Grant recipients will be selected based on relevance of the project to local growers and funding 
availability. 

 

The following priorities have been identified for 2026: 

● Disease Management and Prevention 
● Pest Management 
● Variety Trials 
● Marketing Trends and Consumer Purchasing Related to Watermelon 

 

Requirements for proposals include: 

● Cover Letter – including a brief review of the proposal and request for funding. 
● Details of the project – including the objectives/goals for the project 
● Timeline – including start and end dates. Note: Multi-year projects will be considered, but 

funding will only cover a single year. 
● Amount of money requested (for 2026 only)  
● A listing of all parties involved with the project, including Lead Investigator and any other 

researchers. If multiple research facilities are involved, provide contact information for each, 
and information on fund distribution where applicable. 

● Addendum – a single page layman’s brief on what the project is designed to accomplish.  

 

Proposals should be emailed to mardelwatermelon@gmail.com in Word or PDF format by December 15, 
2025. Questions may be directed to the address above.  

 

  

 


